
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 13, 2026 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis and the State of New York was 

held at the Town Municipal Office Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, New Bremen, New York on the 13th day of April 

2026. 

 

Town Officer’s Present:  Peter J. Keys, Supervisor 

Joseph E. Aucter, Councilman 

Thomas J. Schantz, Councilman 

Marcus C. Bush, Councilman 

    Christopher R. Adams, Highway Superintendent   

    Elizabeth B. Jones, Clerk 

 

Absent:  Alexis L. Lyndaker, Councilwoman 

 

Also present:  Barry Lyndaker – Legislator, Cathy Schantz, Robert & Cindy Naia, Allen Mace – Assessor, Lindsay Hess 

– DCO, Tom Kovach – Planning Board Chair and McKenzie Lehman – Planning Board Member 

  

Supervisor Keys called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag with invocation. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 44 OF 2026 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the minutes of the March 9, 2026 meeting are approved. 

 

PRIVILEGE OF FLOOR  

Supervisor Keys opened the floor for public comment.  Robert and Cindy Naia requested a speed zone reduction in their 

neighborhood on State Route 812 end of the Deveines Road.  They are very concerned a person or pets will get injured 

due to the high rate of speed people are traveling at.  Discussion held.  Supervisor Keys stated he understands their 

concerns and recommended they continue to contact the local and state police departments so they are aware.  Highway 

Superintendent Adams will contact the county highway department to begin the process, with final approval done by the 

state DOT. 

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

A public hearing was held March 9, 2026 for the proposed Comprehensive Plan and left open.  The plan was referred to 

the Lewis County Planning Board (LCPB) for their review, as pursuant to General Municipal Law, Article 12-B, Section 

239-m.  Received notice of approval with non-binding notes on March 19th: (which are used as suggestions and/or 

advice from the LCPB/the municipality is not required to take action, nor is a supermajority vote required).  

Review/discussion by the town board followed. 

 

The public hearing was closed at 6:47 p.m. by Supervisor Keys.  After discussion, the following resolution was 

presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 45 OF 2026 

FINAL ADOPTION OF THE TOWN OF NEW BREMEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board established the Comprehensive Plan Committee and authorized said board to update the 

towns comprehensive plan, and 
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WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan Committee has developed a draft Comprehensive Plan for the Town of New 

Bremen and has submitted said proposed Comprehensive Plan to one public hearing, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed carefully the proposed Comprehensive Plan and found it to be acceptable 

and held a public hearing on March 9, 2026, and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed Comprehensive Plan was referred to the County Planning Board, pursuant to GML-239L&M; 

and was approved with non-binding notes, and now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Town of New Bremen Comprehensive Plan, as prepared by the Comprehensive Plan Committee 

and submitted to the Town Board, is hereby adopted, and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Board opted to “not” file the plan with the New York State Department of State (DOS), and be 

it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall file said Comprehensive Plan in her office and with County Planning. 

 

ZONING LAW 

Tom Kovach, Planning Board Chair indicated in the near future their board will be reviewing the town’s zoning law and 

bring proposed updates to the town board. 

 

Casandra Buell, Director of Planning and Community Development for the County recently reviewed the town’s Zoning 

Law finding administrative corrections needed pertaining to the proper use of ‘town board’ and ‘planning board’, along 

with updating the ‘enforcement officer’ to ‘zoning enforcement officer’ for consistency.  She sent an “edited draft” with 

recommended changes listed in red for the boards review and to consider updating the local law.  Per Mrs. Buell, the 

proposed zoning law updates do not need to go to the County Planning Board for review, as they are purely 

administrative corrections.  After review and discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 46 OF 2026 

SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR AMENDING LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2024  

TOWN OF NEW BREMEN ZONING LAW 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of New Bremen is considering for adoption, “proposed” Local Law No. 1 of 2026 entitled “A 

Local Law Amending Local Law No. 1 of 2024 – Town of New Bremen Zoning Law”, and now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby sets a public hearing for May 11, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Municipal Office 

Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, Lowville, New York, to consider adoption of said local law and to hear comments for and 

against said proposed local law. 

 

ASSESSOR 

Allan Mace, Assessor submitted his monthly report and reviewed with the board.  He also asked the board to consider 

increasing the income limitation for the aged exemption for seniors.  Discussion held.  Will look at it further in July. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 47 OF 2026 

ASSESSOR’S MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Assessor’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 
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DCO 

Lindsay Hess, DCO submitted her monthly report and reviewed with the board.  She is seeing a growing problem in 

other towns where DCO’s are being asked to assist with the seizure of dogs with law enforcement in order to provide aid 

and/or shelter for a dog in certain situations.  Asked the board if they approve her to assist with such cases.  Discussion 

held.  The board feels it is in the best interest of the dog and approved her assisting and to use her discretion when 

encountering each situation.  Will look at the LCHS contract when renewing for 2027. 

 

Several attendees left the meeting at 7:12 p.m. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 48 OF 2026 

DCO’S MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the DCO’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
Councilman Aucter: 

- Spectrum Update – internet has been installed and working great.  Waiting to hear back from Spectrum on the 

phone installation and setup. 

 

IMA – CROGHAN – STORM 2024 

Councilwoman Lyndaker asked the board to pass a resolution approving the IMA with Croghan in order to move 

forward with the completed projects for submission to FEMA.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 49 OF 2026 

APPROVAL TO SIGN THE INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT (IMA) BETWEEN  

THE TOWN OF CROGHAN AND TOWN OF NEW BREMEN 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is hereby authorized to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA) between the 

Town of Croghan and Town of New Bremen (effective and retroactive to July 9, 2024), in order to expedite repair or 

replacement of New Bremen’s bridges and culverts affected by the catastrophic rain events the summer of 2024, which 

severely damaged or washed out the identified bridges and culverts owned by New Bremen as set forth in the IMA. 

 

*Copy of the complete IMA to be incorporated at the end of these minute proceedings. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 50 OF 2026 

TOWN CLERK & TAX COLLECTOR’S MONTHLY REPORTS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Clerk and Tax Collector’s monthly reports are approved as submitted. 

 

CLERK/COLLECTOR 

Clerk Jones reported on the following: 

- 2nd tax notices will be sent out by April 28th for all remaining unpaid tax parcels. 

- Reviewing submitted ROA’s in preparation to file with NYSLRS.  Waiting on one submission. 

- Croghan Volunteer Fire Department is celebrating their 150th anniversary in August. 
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HIGHWAY 
Highway Superintendent Adams reported on the following: 

- Sweeping - started sweeping at BRCS and nearby roads. 

- New Excavator & Trailer – picking up tomorrow. 

- Gradall – asked permission to list on Adirondack Asset Auctions.  Discussion held with resolution to follow. 

- MEO – received 3 applications.  He feels Mitch Robinson is a good candidate and will start him on Monday, 

April 20th as a full-time MEO. 

- NBRC – feels the highway crew will be able to mow the New Bremen Rural Cemetery if the board wishes him 

to do so this year.  Supervisor Keys will contact Joel Kloster to see if he is still interested in mowing the 

cemetery this summer. 

- New Tandem – ordered the new tandem as per board resolution passed in March. 

- School Bus Accident – Councilman Aucter is concerned with the dangerous intersection – Black Creek 

Rd/Steiner Rd and Kirschnerville Road/County Route 24/60.  Discussion held regarding possibility of flashing 

light or 4-way stop be installed.  Highway Superintendent Adams will contact the Lewis County Highway 

Department as it is a county highway. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 51 OF 2026 

APPROVAL OF SALE OF 1988 – 4470 GRADALL 

On a motion of Councilman Bush, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Highway Superintendent Adams is hereby authorized to contact Tyler McDonald of Adirondack 

Asset Auctions for auctioning of the 1988 - 4470 Gradall, with the Town Board reserving the right to accept or reject the 

final bid. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 52 OF 2026 

JUSTICE MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

  

RESOLVED, the Justice monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

SUPERVISOR 

- Beaver Falls Water District (BFWD) – asking permission to reassign two water commissioners:  Brian 

LaChausse and Mike Baker for the remainder of their terms based on recent moves.  Mr. LaChausse will now 

represent Croghan and Mr. Baker will now represent New Bremen.  Discussion held with resolution to follow. 

- Expenditure of Funds Subject to Permissive Referendum – the 30-day waiting period has ended, with no 

petitions filed with the Town Clerk.  The invoice submitted by the county for $171,197.99 for labor, materials 

and equipment is to be on the May abstract for payment.   

- Mass Gathering – Paul Lyndaker is applying for a mass gathering permit for a May event at Adirondack 

International Speedway.  As part of the application process, the state requires a statement from the local 

municipality that the site conforms with applicable zoning and planning regulations within the township.  

Discussion held with resolution to follow. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 53 OF 2026 

AUTHORIZATION – MASS GATHERING 

On a motion of Councilman Bush, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized to write a statement that the site conforms with applicable zoning and 

planning regulations within the Town of New Bremen; to be sent to Matthew Mehaffy, GYMO Senior Project Engineer. 

Clerk
Draft



 

 

(Regular Meeting of April 13, 2026 cont’d.) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 54 OF 2026 

BEAVER FALLS WATER DISTRICT  

CHANGES TO WATER COMMISSIONER APPOINTMENTS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the requested appointment changes, with terms of office remaining the same: 

 

 Brian LaChausse, Water Commissioner for the Town of Croghan – term ends 5/31/26 

 Mike Baker, Water Commissioner for the Town of New Bremen – term ends 5/31/27 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 55 OF 2026 

SUPERVISOR’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Supervisor’s monthly financial report is approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 56 OF 2026 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4   Aucter, Schantz, Bush, Keys  Absent 1   Lyndaker  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized and directed to pay the following amounts on Abstract #4 of 2026 and 

also approved the report of prior to audit payments for insurance, utilities and comptroller fees for justice court. 

 

General         Voucher #54 thru #69  $5,638.87 

Highway T-Wide        Voucher #28 thru #36  $10,651.11 

Highway T-Outside   Voucher #6 thru #7  $2,434.00 

H. Insurance – 13,212.37   

Utilities - $3,286.32   

Comptroller - $2,322.00 

 

The next regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen will be held on May 11, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at 

the Town Municipal Office Building. 

 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Schantz, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:13 p.m.  Carried unanimously. 

 

________________________________ 

Respectfully Submitted 

Elizabeth B. Jones, RMC 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
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