
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 12, 2019 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis and the State of New York was 

held at the Town Municipal Office Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, New Bremen, New York on the 12
th
 day of August 

2019. 

 

Town Officer’s Present:  Peter J. Keys, Supervisor 

Joseph E. Aucter, Councilman 

    Marcus Bush, Councilman 

Casandra M. Buell, Councilwoman  

Jonathan M. Bush, Hwy. Superintendent 

    Elizabeth B. Jones, Clerk 

    Nicholas Astafan, DCO 

 

David L. Becker, Councilman - Absent 

    

Attended by:  Approximately 4 people 

 

Supervisor Keys called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 76 OF 2019 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the minutes of the July 8, 2019 meeting are approved. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Aucter went over the revisions made to the Employment & Liability Guidelines he made and submitted to the 

Board.  Discussion and review followed with a couple suggested changes.  Mr. Aucter will make changes and forward to 

the Board for final adoption at the September 9
th
 meeting. 

 

Councilwoman Buell stated that the installation of the playground is finished.  There is approximately $700 left in the 

playground fund and would like to get a sign made.  She is working with Ink Well Graphics to create it.  DCO Astafan 

suggested having “no dogs allowed” on the sign.  The Board liked the idea.  Once the sign is finished she plans to have a 

grand opening. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 77 OF 2019 

TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Bush, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Clerk’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

COUNTY TAX INSTALLMENT 

 

Clerk Jones reported on the meeting which involved a demonstration of the tax collection software program by Systems 

East, which is the required program if the Town wishes to opt in to the county tax installment payment option for the 

collection of Town-County taxes.  It is not a very user friendly program as compared to our current iTax program used.  

The Board raised several questions, but ultimately aren’t any answers for at this  

time until you actually use the system for a few years for comparison.  A decision needs to be made by October 1, 2019 

whether to opt in or opt out of the installment payment option. 
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(Regular Meeting of August 12, 2019 con’t.) 

 

The County has committed to pay the software costs to Systems East for two years and is a one-time offer to promote 

county-wide participation and a savings of about $4500 per municipality.  If a Town opts out of it at this time and wishes 

to opt in at a later date, the Town will be responsible to cover the software fee and annual support fee which would be 

approximately $4500.  Councilwoman Buell will take the Boards questions to Candy Akin and Patty O’Brien at the 

county for more clarification.  The Board will make a decision at the September meeting. 

 

RESIGNATION 

 

Joshua Genter submitted his resignation as Data Collector/Assessor’s Part-Time Assistant effectively immediately.  

Assessor Ball does not want to advertise the position at this time. 

 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT TRAINING 

 

Everyone has completed the mandatory sexual harassment training and has signed the attendance sheet and is on file in 

the Clerk’s office. 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 

 

Superintendent Bush gave a brief report to the Board on the following: 

 

1. No new info from Nick Nortz of Nortz & Virkler on pricing for a 1 ton dump truck. 

2. NYS DOT is requesting the Town execute an undertaking in connection with highway permits issued by them. 

3. Attorney Farley has a “draft” document outlining work to do with conditions to remedy the drainage situation on 

the River Road.  It will be forwarded to all parties involved for their review and will forward to the Board for 

approval at the September 9
th
 meeting. 

4. Gorman resurfaced/resealed a portion of the Soft Maple and Bush roads and was under warranty. 

 

Councilman Aucter stated that ZAP has closed their business.  Discussed rescinding the resolution for the purchase of a 

2019 1 Ton Dump Truck to include a plow mount kit (quoted from ZAP) due to the error by Nortz & Virkler, 2019 trucks 

are no longer available and ZAP’s closing their business.  After further discussion, the following resolutions were 

presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 78 OF 2019 

NYS DOT UNDERTAKING 

ISSUED IN CONNECTION WITH HIGHWAY PERMITS 

 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of New Bremen from time to time receives permits from the Department of Transportation (DOT) 

to temporarily obstruct, install, construct, maintain, operate or replace any facilities  

within the bounds of a State highway right-of-way, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town is required by NYS DOT to indemnify or hold harmless agencies and/or officials of the State of 

New York for such temporary obstructions, installations, construction or maintenance, now 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Peter Keys, in his capacity as Supervisor for the Town of New Bremen, is 

authorized to execute the Undertaking in Connection With Highway Permits Issued by NYS DOT agreement. 

 

*Copy of said agreement is incorporated at the end of these minutes. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 79 OF 2019 

NOT TO PURCHASE 2019 1 TON DUMP TRUCK 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

WHEREAS, due to unforeseen circumstances the Town Board will not be purchasing the 2019 1 Ton Dump Truck, Super 

Duty Body and Plow Mount Kit, which was approved by Town Board Resolution No. 120 of 2018 on October 8, 2018, 

and therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, the Town of New Bremen will not expend $44,936.04 out of the Equipment Reserve Fund for the above 

stated purchase. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 80 OF 2019 

JUSTICES MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Justices monthly reports are approved as submitted. 

 

DCO 

 

Nicholas Astafan submitted and reviewed his monthly report to the Board.  He stated he picked up a dog over the 

weekend on Tillman Road full of porcupine quills with no ID tags.  The dog was treated by CVC and the owner was 

located and will be responsible for the bill.  Discussion followed suggesting possible changes to the Towns dog control 

law.  No action taken on the dog control law.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 81 OF 2019 

DCO MONTHLY REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the DCO’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

VILLAGE OF LOWVILLE 

 

The Village of Lowville Board is acting on behalf of the Village of Lowville Groundwater Project and has accepted Part 1 

of a long form Environmental Assessment for the project and desires to act as lead agency for coordinated review and is 

asking for our Boards consent to act as lead agency for completing the environmental review on the project.  After 

discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 82 OF 2019 

CONSENT FOR VILLAGE OF LOWVILLE BOARD TO ACT AS LEAD AGENCY 

FOR THE VILLAGE OF LOWVILLE GROUNDWATER PROJECT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen hereby gives consent to the Village of Lowville Board to act 

as Lead Agency for the Village of Lowville Groundwater Project. 
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SUPERVISOR CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Supervisor Keys reported on the following: 

 

1. Reminded the Board of upcoming planning and zoning schooling – Councilwoman Buell will be attending. 

2. Draft license application by Carthage Paper Maker Hydroelectric for Boards review. 

3. NYSERDA sent guidebook on solar projects and energy storage projects. 

4. Lowville Hockey Association is asking for the Boards financial support for their ice rink – for budget time. 

5. Zoning violations forwarded by Zoning Officer Ward Dailey on following properties: 

a. Melissa Shinnick – 7670 Baker Road – Notice of Violation of NYS Uniform Building Codes - 30 day 

Order to Remedy has expired – Mr. Dailey issued an appearance ticket for New Bremen Town Court. 

b. Donald Robar – 7442 Ossont Road – Notice of Violation of Towns Clutter, Litter and Debris Law – 

removal within 10 days of service of notice. 

c. Douglas Olmstead – 7438 Ossont Road – Notice of Violation of NYS Uniform Building Codes – Order to 

Remedy within 30 days of said order. 

d. Willard Bailey – 6771 Tillman Road – Notice of Violation of Towns Unsafe Buildings and Collapsed 

Structures Law – contacted Mr. Dailey stating they are in the process of demolishing the residential 

structure (formerly owned by Hal Pleskach).  He sent them a demolition application.  Once processed the 

permit is valid for three (3) years to complete the work. 

6. Reminder of upcoming land use training workshops. 

7. NYS Department of Taxation and Finance sent a summary status of the 2020 Reassessment Project. 

8. NYS DOT completed the investigation regarding the Towns request for a reduced speed limit on a portion of 

Tillman Road.  Their investigation shows that a reduction of the speed limit is not warranted at this time. 

9. Received a check for $4,555 from National Grid for their “street light conversion incentive” program. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 83 OF 2019 

SUPERVISOR’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Supervisor’s monthly financial report is approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 84 OF 2019 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized and directed to pay the following amounts on Abstract #7 & #8 of 2019 

in the following amounts including the report of prior to audit payments for insurance, utilities, justice court and 

unemployment submitted by Supervisor Keys. 

 

General   Voucher #91 thru #104 $1,992.56 Insurance - $8,799.64          Dept. of Labor - $9.65 

Highway T-Wide Voucher #83 thru #90  $2,914.67 Utilities - $2,235.37 

Highway T-Outside Voucher #17 thru #22 $53,432.31 Court - $2,500.02 

 

The next meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen will be held on September 9, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Town Municipal Office Building. 

 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the meeting was adjourned 

at 7:36 p.m.  Carried unanimously. 

_______________________________ 

Elizabeth B. Jones, RMC 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
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