
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 12, 2026 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis and the State of New York was 

held at the Town Municipal Office Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, New Bremen, New York on the 12th day of January 

2026. 

 

Town Officer’s Present:  Peter J. Keys, Supervisor 

Joseph E. Aucter, Councilman 

    Alexis L. Lyndaker, Councilwoman 

    Thomas J. Schantz, Councilman 

    Marcus C. Bush, Councilman 

    Christopher R. Adams, Hwy. Superintendent 

    Elizabeth B. Jones, Clerk 

 

Also Present:  Cathy Schantz, Barry Lyndaker – Legislator, Cody O’Donnell 

        

Supervisor Keys called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 OF 2026 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the minutes of the December 30, 2025 special meeting are approved. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilwoman Lyndaker: 

- Attorney Vacancy – reached out to several attorneys including Ray Meier who retired from BOND Schoeneck 

& King.  They recommend Kathleen Bennett from their firm for municipalities.  Others have not responded.  

Supervisor Keys will reach out to Ms. Bennett and get back to the board. 

- Internal Audit – is opting out of the internal town audits this year. 

2024 July Storm – Discussions 

- The Intermunicipal Cooperative Engineering Agreement with the County needs to be amended by the County 

Legislature and approved by the town.  They meet on January 20th and will be addressing it then.  In order to 

keep things moving along, it was suggested to authorize Supervisor Keys to sign the amended IMA once it is 

received from the County.  Once the amended IMA is signed, the county will be billing the town for materials, 

labor, equipment provided by the County (Cat B Temporary/Emergency Repair work after 2024 summer storm) 

$171,197.99 which will be reimbursed 75% FEMA, 12.5% NYS DHSES and the remainder will be the towns 

portion.  The engineering portion of $62,387.50 is 100% reimbursed by FEMA as Cat Z project development 

costs.  Resolution to follow. 

- The county is upset with the town after hearing of negative comments made about the county from members of 

our town board at a recent town board meeting, therefore the county is withdrawing their offer to assist the town 

with financial burden incurred from the 2024 July storm.  The county is asking for a letter from Supervisor Keys 

withdrawing the towns letter of petition to the county for financial assistance.  Councilwoman Lyndaker was 

absent from the meeting mentioned.  She voiced her distaste and concerns with the board regarding their actions. 

- Discussed moving forward with Barton & Loguidice (B&L) for final engineering designs and services for the 

Beech Hill Road Bridge, Lomber Road Bridge, Tillman Road Bridge and Wagner Road Bridge, Tillman Road 

Culvert and River Road Culvert.  The leg work has already been done by B&L and is recommended to stay with 

them based on the towns procurement and procurement from FEMA.  The town will need to contract with B&L 

itself for engineering services as the town was covered under the County’s IMA originally.  Resolution to 

follow. 

- Submitted an updated financial summary report and reviewed with the board.  The Steiner Road Culvert, Adams 

Hill Road Culvert and Muncy Road Culvert are considered completed projects with possible mitigation bulk-ups 

being required.  The Town could potentially be responsible for $777,371.25 for repair of all six (6) sites after 

reimbursement from FEMA (75%) and NYS (12.5%).  This total is an estimate from B&L engineering reports. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2 OF 2026 

BARTON & LOGUIDICE ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that the Town of New Bremen will contract with Barton & Loguidice for engineering services pertaining 

to sites damaged from the July 2024 storm, FEMA event #4814-DR-NY. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 3 OF 2026 

AUTHORIZATION TO SIGN AMENDED IMA WITH COUNTY 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that the Town of New Bremen authorizes the Town Supervisor to sign the “amended” Intermunicipal 

Agreement with the County of Lewis once received. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 OF 2026 

TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY & ANNUAL REPORTS 

On a motion of Councilman Bush, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Clerk’s monthly and annual reports are approved as submitted. 

 

*Copy of the annual report is incorporated at the end of these minute proceedings. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 5 OF 2026 

TAX COLLECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Tax Collector’s annual report is approved as submitted. 

 

ASSESSOR 

Allan Mace, Assessor was unable to attend the meeting.  Submitted his report via email. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 6 OF 2026 

ASSESSOR’S MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Assessor’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

HIGHWAY 
Highway Superintendent Adams reported on the following: 

- Trailer for Excavator – signing paperwork with Tracey Road for the purchase of the new excavator and new 

trailer for the excavator on January 16th.  The trailer will be covered by CHIPS funds with a net 30 days of total 

due from the town for $41,767.  Bill to be on next months’ abstract.  Will submit to CHIPS for reimbursement 

with payment to be received in June. 

- Tandem Quote – submitted/reviewed a quote from Allegiance Trucks for a new tandem – 2026 Hx620 SBA 6x4 

Chassis with Viking plow package for $289,914.  Chassis would be built by the end of the year, delivered to 

Viking for installation of equipment, which is expected to be two (2) years out.  All orders placed after 1/1/27 

will have an additional $25,000 drive train fee.  Discussion and review to be continued. 
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- Winter Sand – this year’s winter sand is of poor quality.  Discussed different avenues for bidding and/or 

purchasing bank run gravel for winter sand.  Possibly piggyback off the county’s bid sheet.  Superintendent 

Adams will work on specifications to advertise for bidding in February.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 7 OF 2026 

JUSTICE MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Justice monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 8 OF 2026 

DCO MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Bush, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Dog Control Officer’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

SUPERVISOR 

Supervisor Keys reported on the following: 

- 2025 In Review – town is fiscally solvent; equipment replacement plan is moving along nicely also. 

- Appreciation - thanked the board, deputy supervisor, highway superintendent and town clerk/tax collector for 

their time and efforts to help the town run smoothly. 

- Policies – board is to review town policies for February meeting and discuss any changes. 

- Employment Guidelines – board is to review for February meeting.  Highway employees are asked to bring 

suggestions they may have. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 9 OF 2026 

APPROVAL OF OFFICIAL UNDERTAKING 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

WHEREAS, Peter J. Keys, of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis, New York, has been elected to the Office of 

Supervisor of the Town of New Bremen, and 

 

WHEREAS, Joseph E. Aucter, of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis, New York, has been appointed to the 

Office of the Deputy Supervisor of the Town of New Bremen, and 

 

WHEREAS, Aimee L. Murphy, of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis, New York, has been elected to the 

Office of Town Justice of the Town of New Bremen, and 

 

WHEREAS, Elizabeth B. Jones, of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis, New York, has been elected to the 

Office of the Town Clerk/Tax Collector of the Town of New Bremen, and 

 

WHEREAS, Christopher R. Adams, of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis, New York, has been elected to the 

Office of Superintendent of Highways of the Town of New Bremen, and 

 

WHEREAS, Stephen W. Jones, of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis, New York, has been appointed to the 

Office of the Deputy Highway Superintendent of the Town of New Bremen, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, we as respective officers above, do hereby undertake with the Town of New Bremen that we will 

faithfully perform and discharge the duties of our office, and will promptly account for and pay over all moneys or 

property received as a Town Officer, in accordance with the law; and 
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This undertaking of the Town Supervisor is further conditioned upon that he will well and truly keep, pay over 

and account for all moneys and property, including any special district funds, belonging to the Town and coming into his 

hands as such Supervisor; and 

 

This undertaking of the Town Deputy Supervisor is further conditioned upon that he will well and truly keep, 

pay over and account for all moneys and property coming into his hands as such Deputy Supervisor; and 

 

 This undertaking of the Town Clerk/Tax Collector is further conditioned that she will well and truly keep, pay 

over and account for all moneys and property coming into her hands as such Town Clerk/Tax Collector; and 

 

 This undertaking of the Town Justice is further conditioned that she will well and truly keep, pay over and 

account for all moneys and property coming into his hands as such Town Justice; and 

 

 The Town does and shall maintain insurance coverage, presently with National Union Fire Insurance Company 

of Pittsburgh, PA, totaling the sum of $250,000.00 for the Supervisor, Deputy Supervisor, Town Clerk, Tax Collector, 

Justice to indemnify against losses through the failure of the officers, clerks and employees covered thereunder faithfully 

to perform their duties or to account properly for all monies or property received by virtue of their positions or 

employment, and through fraudulent or dishonest acts committed by the officers, clerks and employees covered 

thereunder. 

 

RESOLTUION NO. 10 OF 2026 

SPECIAL DISTRICTS AND SERVICES 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Lyndaker, the following resolution was  

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

  

RESOLVED, Supervisor Keys is authorized and directed to pay amounts as specified below, to the Special Districts and 

Services, as money becomes available thru taxation. 

 

     Beaver Falls Fire District - $79,119.90       

     New Bremen Fire District - $96,000.00 
     Water Relevy – Beaver Falls Water District - $3,853.39    

     Water Relevy - Village of Croghan – Brewery Hill Water District - $2,195.80 

 

VOLUNTEER TRANSPORTATION 

Reviewed the contract submitted by the Volunteer Transportation Center, Inc. which provides transportation services to 

New Bremen citizens who are in need of said services.  After review, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 11 OF 2026 

VOLUNTEER TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Lyndaker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the New Bremen Town Board approves the contract with the Volunteer Transportation Center, Inc. for 

2026 and agrees to expend $1500 for their services to the citizens of the Town of New Bremen, as budgeted for 2026. 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT – TAP 

Grace Metzler, Grant Coordinator for the County is asking for a letter of support for the Transportation Alternatives 

Program (TAP) which they are applying for, for the County-wide Complete Streets project on Artz Road.  After 

discussion, the following resolution was presented. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 12 OF 2026 

LETTER OF SUPPORT - TAP 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town of New Bremen authorizes the Town Supervisor to send a letter of support to the NYS DOT for 

the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) for the County-wide Complete Streets Program. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13 OF 2026 

SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Supervisor’s monthly financial report was approved as submitted. 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT/TRANSFERS 

Three accounts will need budget amendment/transfers as they will be overdrawn – A9010.8, DA9010.8, DB9010.8 for 

payment of the NYSLRS bill on tonight’s abstract.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14 OF 2026 

APPROVAL FOR BUDGET AMENDMENTS/TRANSFERS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Lyndaker, the following resolution was  

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized to make the following budget amendments/transfers for overdrawn 

accounts:  $54 to A9010.8 – State Retirement, $204 to DA9010.8 – State Retirement, $204 to DB9010.8 – State 

Retirement, and be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, all funds are to be transferred from A1990.4 Contingent Fund. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 15 OF 2026 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized and directed to pay the following amounts on Abstract #1 of 2026 in 

the following amounts.   The report of prior to audit payments for insurance, utilities, comptroller fees for justice court 

was also reviewed and approved. 

 

General    Voucher #1 thru #22  $54,978.23 

Highway T-Wide  Voucher #1 thru #10  $123,019.36 

Highway T-Outside  Voucher #1 thru #3  $31,454.00 

Insurance - $13,212.37  Utilities - $2,211.86  Comptroller - $1,813.00 

 

The next meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen will be held on February 9, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Town Municipal Office Building. 

 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Schantz, seconded by Councilman Bush, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:29 p.m.  Carried unanimously. 

 

________________________________ 

Respectfully Submitted 

Elizabeth B. Jones, RMC 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
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