
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

May 11, 2026 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis and the State of New York was 

held at the Town Municipal Office Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, New Bremen, New York on the 11th day of May 2026. 

 

Town Officer’s Present:  Peter J. Keys, Supervisor 

Joseph E. Aucter, Councilman 

Alexis L. Lyndaker, Councilwoman 

Thomas J. Schantz, Councilman  

Marcus C. Bush, Councilman 

    Christopher R. Adams, Highway Superintendent 

    Elizabeth B. Jones, Clerk 

 

Also present:  Barry Lyndaker – Legislator, Allan Mace – Assessor, Tom Kovach – Planning Board Chairman 

 

Supervisor Keys called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag and invocation. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 57 OF 2026 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Marcus, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the minutes of the April 13, 2026 meeting are approved. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 

The Public Hearing for “proposed” Local Law No. 1 of 2026 entitled: “Amending Local Law No. 1 of 2024 – Town of 

New Bremen Zoning Law”, was declared open at 6:33 p.m. by Supervisor Keys, proof of publication in the J&R noted. 

 

Town Attorney, Kathleen Bennett reviewed the “proposed” local law.  She did have a comment regarding removal of the 

SEQR designation section.  Clerk Jones forwarded her comments to our Planning Board Chair, Tom Kovach along with 

Casandra Buell at County Planning for their review.  Both stated that such a change is more significant than the minor 

administrative corrections proposed, and could be saved for a full zoning law update at a later time.  Mrs. Buell noted 

that the SEQR section in question, does not state that the Town Planning Board is the Lead Agency; it simply states that 

they are responsible for ensuring that SEQR is followed.  Further discussion followed.  The town board agreed to make 

no additional changes at this time. 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

All questions and comments by the public were addressed; the public hearing was hereby closed at 6:38 p.m. by 

Supervisor Keys. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 58 OF 2026 

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2026 

AMENDING LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2024 - TOWN OF NEW BREMEN ZONING LAW 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0  

 

WHEREAS, notice of public hearing was duly advertised in the Lowville Journal and Republican, official newspaper of 

the Town of New Bremen on April 29, 2026, and 

 

WHEREAS, said public hearing was duly held on May 11, 2026 as advertised, all parties in attendance were permitted 

an opportunity to speak on behalf of or in opposition to said proposed Local Law, or any part thereof, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen hereby adopts Local Law 

No. 1 of 2026 entitled “A Local Law Amending Local Law No. 1 of 2024 – Town of New Bremen Zoning Law”, said 

local law to take effect upon filing with the Department of State. 
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(Regular Meeting of May 11, 2026 cont’d.) 

 

ASSESSOR 

Allan Mace, Assessor submitted his monthly report and reviewed with the board. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 59 OF 2026 

ASSESSOR’S MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Lyndaker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5   Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Assessor’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Aucter: 

- Spectrum Update – Waiting to hear back from Spectrum to complete setup of the new phone system, fax lines 

and porting over phone numbers from Frontier. 

July 2024 Storm Discussion/Updates: 

Councilwoman Lyndaker: 

- Forwarded the signed IMA with Croghan to Steve Eidt at DSHES. 

- Spoke with Matt Schooley of B&L – started boring by the bridge sites and is projected to be finished in a couple 

weeks.  Moving forward with the reconstruction of our four bridges. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 60 OF 2026 

TOWN CLERK & TAX COLLECTOR’S MONTHLY REPORTS 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Clerk and Tax Collector’s monthly reports are approved as submitted. 

 

CLERK 

Clerk Jones reported on the following: 

- Renewed the “domain” name for the town’s website for another year. 

- Renewed the town’s subscription for our website through Weebly/Square account effective on 5/22; increased 

$40 from last year.  

- Submitted copies to the board of new state legislation for Sec. 109 of the NYS Ag & Markets Law Article 7, 

effective December of 2025, regarding new requirements for dog license applications.  They are now required to 

include space where an owner may elect to make a contribution in support of the pound or shelter managed by 

the municipality where the owner resides or any organization which is contracted by such municipality to 

provide animal shelter services.  Municipalities shall deposit said proceeds in a separate dedicated fund and pay 

out to the organization at the end of the year.  An update to the clerk licensing program needs to be done by 

BAS/Edmunds Gov Tech to incorporate these required changes to the licensing application, reports, etc.  

Review and discussion followed.  Will address further at the next board meeting. 

 

RMC 

Supervisor Keys received notice from the New York State Town Clerks Association, that Town Clerk Jones was 

awarded the Association’s “recertification” as a Registered Municipal Clerk.  This award recognizes the professional 

competency and fulfilling the responsibilities of her office.  Certification is granted only after meeting the stringent 

education and experience requirements established by NYSTCA.  The Board congratulated her achievements.  Thank 

you for the continued support. 

 

HIGHWAY 
Highway Superintendent Adams reported on the following: 

- Finished sweeping. 

- Will be working with Port Leyden assisting with water line repairs. 

- BOCES intern is working out well. 

 

Clerk
Draft



 

 

(Regular Meeting of May 11, 2026 cont’d.) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 61 OF 2026 

JUSTICE MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

   

RESOLVED, the Justice monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 62 OF 2026 

DCO MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the DCO monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

COUNTY UPDATE 

Legislator Lyndaker gave an update of happenings at the county.  Has concerns with subdivisions and that town laws are 

not being conformed to.  Looking for letters of support. 

  

BAR 

Jacquelyn Prashaw submitted her letter of resignation from the Board of Assessment Review (BAR). 

 

Received a letter of interest from Michael McFadden to serve as a BAR member.  If appointed, he will be attending 

training at the county on May 13th.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 63 OF 2026 

BOARD OF REVIEW APPOINTMENT TO FILL VACANCY 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, to accept the letter of resignation submitted by J. Prashaw and hereby appoint Michael McFadden to fill 

the vacancy on the Board of Assessment Review; term of office May 11, 2026 to September 30, 2030. 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

Supervisor Keys asked for approval to create budget line item A3510.41 for the Lewis County Humane Society (LCHS) 

in order to pay quarterly shelter contract fees.  Also need approval to transfer $1,394.50 from A3510.41 to replace funds 

paid in January for the first quarterly payment to LCHS.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 64 OF 2026 

APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
On a motion of Councilwoman Lyndaker, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized to make the following budget amendment and transfer: 

 

 Create Budget Line Item A3510.41 – Lewis County Humane Society (Control of Dogs), and  

 Transfer $1,394.50 from A3510.41 – Lewis County Humane Society (Control of Dogs) to A3510.4 – 

Contractual Expense (Control of Dogs) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 65 OF 2026 

SUPERVISOR’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Lyndaker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Supervisor’s monthly financial report is approved as submitted. 
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(Regular Meeting of May 11, 2026 cont’d.) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 66 OF 2026 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Lyndaker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that the bills contained on Abstract #1 and #5 have been reviewed by the Town Board and are authorized 

for payment in the following amounts.  The report of prior to audit payments for insurance, utilities was also reviewed 

and approved. 

 

General         Voucher #70 thru #81  $3,919.00 

Highway T-Wide        Voucher #37 thru #42  $1,809.44 

Highway T-Outside   Voucher #8 thru 9  $3,694.74 

Capital Storm Project   Voucher #1 thru #2  $195,048.60 

H. Insurance - $13,212.37   

Utilities - $2,112.69 

NCC Systems (quarterly fire alarm monitoring fee) - $60.00 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Councilman Aucter was approached by Stanley Jantzi expressing interest in obtaining a small parcel of land owned by 

the Town of New Bremen located between his residence and Pauline Murphy.  Years back there was discussion of 

extending William Street utilizing this parcel to connect to the Kirschnerville Road, but was decided against due to 

safety issues of entering on to Kirschnerville Road with the approaching curve.  Discussion held.  No action taken. 

 

LIGHTING DISTRICTS 

Discussion held regarding the increasing National Grid lighting district bills and more than likely going over budget this 

year.  Supervisor Keys will look into lighting districts and laws regarding them. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A Motion was made by Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Lyndaker, to move into Executive Session at 

7:32 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue. 

 

Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys     Nays 0 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

A Motion was made by Supervisor Keys, seconded by Councilman Aucter, to return to Regular Session at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Ayes 5    Aucter, Lyndaker, Schantz, Bush, Keys     Nays 0 

 

The next meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen will be held on June 8, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town 

Municipal Office Building. 

 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Schantz, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:05.  Carried unanimously. 

 

________________________________ 

Respectfully Submitted 

Elizabeth B. Jones, RMC 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
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