
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

November 11, 2019 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis and the State of New York was 

held at the Town Municipal Office Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, New Bremen, New York on the 11
th
 day of November 

2019. 

 

Town Officer’s Present:  Peter J. Keys, Supervisor 

David L. Becker, Councilman 

Joseph E. Aucter, Councilman 

    Marcus Bush, Councilman 

    Casandra M. Buell, Councilwoman  

Christopher R. Adams, Deputy Hwy. Superintendent  

    Elizabeth B. Jones, Clerk 

             

Attended by:  Nicholas Astafan, DCO and 5 other individuals 

         

Supervisor Keys called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with Pledge to the Flag led by Councilman Becker in 

remembrance of all Veterans on this Veterans Day. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 112 OF 2019 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0   

 

RESOLVED, the minutes of the October 14, 2019 meeting are approved. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The Public Hearing for proposed Local Law #1 of 2019 entitled “A Local Law Amending the Current Dog Law of the 

Town of New Bremen Adding a Late Charge for Dog Licensing” was declared open at 6:02 p.m. by Supervisor Keys, 

with proof of publication in the Journal & Republican.  The purpose of the law is to add a $5 late fee to any owner who 

licenses a dog after the expiration of the dog’s then current license. 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

 

There were no questions or comments by the public; therefore, the public hearing was hereby closed at 6:08 p.m. by 

Supervisor Keys.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 113 OF 2019 

ADOPTING LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2019 

AMENDING CURRENT DOG LAW ADDING A LATE CHARGE 

 

On a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that the New Bremen Town Board hereby adopts Local Law No. 1 of 2019 – Amending the Current Dog 

Law of the Town of New Bremen Adding a Late Charge for Dog Licensing. 

 

*Copy of said local law is incorporated at the end of these minutes. 

 

DCO 

 

The Board reviewed the DCO monthly report.  Supervisor Keys spoke with Countryside Vet Clinic – they are happy with 

the verbal agreement with the Town for emergency vet care for injured dogs picked up by the DCO.  No further action 

required. 

Elizabeth
Draft



 

 

(Regular Meeting of November 11, 2019 con’t.) 

 

Ag & Markets scheduled a meeting at the Lewis Co. Humane Society on December 4
th
 from 11 am to 2 pm with Public 

Health officials, local law enforcement and any Town officials wishing to attend.  Satisfactory shelter report from Ag & 

Markets received by Supervisor Keys. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 114 OF 2019 

DCO MONTHLY REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Becker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Dog Control Officer’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 115 OF 2019 

TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilman Bush, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Clerk’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

PLAYGROUND DEDICATION 

 

Received a heartfelt thank you from the Hall Family to all involved in the dedication of the playground in honor and 

remembrance of their beloved Ralph “Bub” Hall. 

 

CROGHAN LIBRARY 

 

Received the 2018 financial report for the Croghan Free Library - filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  Also received a thank 

you for the Board’s continued support from them. 

 

REDUCED SPEED REQUEST 

 

Received noticed that the NYS Department of Transportation has completed the investigation regarding the request for a 

reduced speed limit on a portion of Snell Road in the Town of New Bremen and that it is “not” warranted at this time. 

 

HIGHWAY 
 

Deputy Highway Superintendent Adams reported on the following: 

 

1. Cut shoulders on sections of the following roads – Adams Hill, Kirch, Farney, Benton, Muncy and Artz.  Artz 

Road is ready to pave next year. 

2. Patched two sections on Erie Canal Road. 

3. New backhoe arrived on October 18
th
 and is working out well. 

4. Working on the old backhoe to get ready for auction.  Spoke with Auction International and could possibly get 

$10,000 to $12,000 for it. 

5. Installed catch basin on Snell Road.  Ken Gerber tiled on November 5
th
 - cost $8800 with the Towns portion being 

half of it per agreement with landowners and the Town Board made on September 30, 2019. 

6. Worked on equipment and harnessed up plows. 

7. Purchased new tires for single axle dump truck. 

8. Having transmission pump issues with the newest plow truck.  The 1 year warranty through Viking ended. 

9. CHIPS paperwork was filed on the 28
th
 and should receive reimbursement by the 16

th
 of December.  The Town 

will receive $50 less than the total amount submitted due to an error by the CHIPS Director when filing. 

10. We did not receive any major flooding from the October storm. 

11. Received quote from Stadium International for a 2019 – CV515 International crew cab & chassis pickup.  

Submitted to the Board. 
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(Regular Meeting of November 11, 2019 con’t.) 

 

QUOTES 

 

Deputy Superintendent Adams received a quote from Stadium International for a 2019 - CV515 International crew cab & 

chassis pickup for $57,615.  The Board reviewed the quote along with a previous quote submitted by Nortz & Virkler for 

a 2020 - F450 4 x 4 crew cab & chassis pickup & body for $51,092.32.  Supervisor Keys stated he contacted the NYS 

Comptroller’s office and received confirmation that it is acceptable to order equipment in 2019 that is to be paid for with 

2020 budget money, but it is recommended to accept delivery of said equipment after January 1, 2020.  After discussion, 

the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 116 OF 2019 

PURCHASE OF NEW PICKUP 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, to purchase 1 - 2020 – F450 4x4 Crew Cab & Chassis Pickup with Body as quoted by Nortz & Virkler, 

Lowville, NY for $51,092.32. 

 

Discussed purchasing a new plow for the F450 pickup and the Board would like an updated quote to review at our next 

regular meeting. 

 

LOADER 

 

Discussed the purchase of a new loader through Milton CAT.  Supervisor Keys would like an updated quote from Milton 

CAT along with financing options through them for review and consideration at our next regular meeting. 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 

 

Douglas E. Herzig II won the 2020 election for Highway Superintendent for the Town of New Bremen, therefore the 

following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 117 OF 2019 

APPOINTMENT 

 

On a motion of Supervisor Keys, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Douglas E. Herzig II is hereby appointed to fill the term of office of Highway Superintendent for the 

Town of New Bremen.  Term of office – 11/12/2019 thru 12/31/2019. 

 

Supervisor Keys along with the Town Board thanked Deputy Highway Superintendent Adams for filling in and keeping 

the highway department running smoothly. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 118 OF 2019 

ADVERTISE FOR FUEL BIDS 

 

On a motion of Councilman Bush, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that unleaded gas and diesel fuel for the 2020 year be advertised for bid for 1 week in the Journal & 

Republican and posted on linkinglewiscounty.com.  Bids will be opened on December 9, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the Town 

Municipal Office Building. 
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(Regular Meeting of November 11, 2019 con’t.) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 119 OF 2019 

JUSTICES MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Becker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

  

RESOLVED, the Justices monthly reports are approved as submitted. 

 

SUPERVISOR 
 

Supervisor Keys reported on the following: 

 

1. Enbridge Gas will now be known as Liberty Utilities. 

2. Village of Lowville Water Report is filed with the Town Clerk or available on their website. 

3. Zoning Officer Ward Dailey served a “notice of violation order to remedy” on Dale E. Lehman property located 

at 8153 State Rte. 812, Town of New Bremen and has 10 days from the service of said notice to remedy the 

violations. 

4. Carthage Paper Maker final license application notice submitted. 

5. The HRA Deductible paid by the Town on employee’s medical plan - SimplyBlue Plus Silver 2 through Excellus 

BCBS will be increasing to $2250 Single and $4500 Family for 2020.  Need approval by the Board. 

 

After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 120 OF 2019 

APPROVAL OF HRA DEDUCTIBLE INCREASE 

 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

  

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen hereby approves increasing the HRA Deductible paid by 

the Town on employee’s medical plan for 2020 - SimplyBlue Plus Silver 2 through Excellus BCBS to $2250 Single and 

$4500 Family. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 121 OF 2019 

NEW BREMEN FIRE PROTECTION CONTRACT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Bush, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held on December 9, 2019 at 6 p.m. at the Town Municipal Office Building for 

the purpose of renewing a contract with the Croghan Fire Department for fire protection under the New Bremen Fire 

Protection District with compensation to be set at $16,275.00 per year.  Notice of the Public Hearing is to be published for 

1 week in the Journal & Republican and posted on linkinglewiscounty.com. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 122 OF 2019 

SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Becker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Supervisor’s monthly financial report is approved as submitted. 
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(Regular Meeting of November 11, 2019 con’t.) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 23 OF 2019 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 5    Becker, Aucter, Bush, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized and directed to pay the following amounts on Abstract #10 & #11 of 

2019 and also approved the report of prior to audit payments for insurance, utilities and comptroller for justice court 

submitted by Supervisor Keys. 

 

General   Voucher #123 thru #130  $1,791.29  Insurance - $8,799.58 

Highway T-Wide Voucher #107 thru #118  $5,243.55  Utilities - $1,560.41 

Highway T-Outside Voucher #33 thru #39  $18,129.88  Comptroller - $1,267.00 

 

Discussed Countryside Vet Clinics voucher #130 for $100 for emergency vet care for dog picked up by DCO on 8/12/19.  

Original bill was $429.46.  Dr. Pauly of CVC arranged an agreement with the owner of the dog, Tyler Lyndaker, that he 

was to be responsible for all but $100 of the original bill and the Town would pick up the $100.  Supervisor Keys will be 

contacting CVC to discuss said arrangement before mailing the check for payment. 

 

The next meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen will be held on December 9, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Town Municipal Office Building. 

 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  Carried unanimously. 

 

________________________________ 

Elizabeth B. Jones, RMC 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
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