
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

October 14, 2019 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis and the State of New York was 

held at the Town Municipal Office Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, New Bremen, New York on the 14
th
 day of October 

2019. 

 

Town Officer’s Present:  Peter J. Keys, Supervisor 

David L. Becker, Councilman 

Joseph E. Aucter, Councilman 

    Casandra M. Buell, Councilwoman  

Christopher R. Adams, Deputy Hwy. Superintendent  

    Elizabeth B. Jones, Clerk 

Absent - Marcus Bush, Councilman 

             

Attended by:  John Young, Deputy DCO, Errol A. Aucter, Justice, Aimee L. Murphy, Justice and 6 other individuals 

 

Supervisor Keys called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 103 OF 2019 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the minutes of the September 9
th
, 26

th
 and 30

th
, 2019 meetings are approved. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget for 2020 was declared open at 6:03 p.m. with Proof of Publication in the 

Journal & Republican noted. 

 

Supervisor Keys opened the floor for comments on the preliminary budget.  Justice Aucter & Justice Murphy asked the 

Board to reconsider their 2% salary increase they requested.  Judge Murphy read a memo from the Unified Court System 

that their office received after they submitted their budget request.  It discussed additional work load and expense to the 

courts in 2020 due to changes/mandates in procedures and law.  Councilwoman Buell stated she is willing to give a raise 

if it’s warranted.  Further discussion followed pertaining to the no bail mandate on arraignments. - will still have 

arraignments just no bail and possibly fewer arraignments.  After further discussion, the following motion was presented. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Becker, to change line 17 – A1110.1 - Justices Personal 

Services to $17,770.00 in the 2020 Budget. 

 

Ayes 4   Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys      Nays 0 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

 

All questions/comments pertaining to the 2020 Preliminary Budget were addressed.  Therefore, the public hearing was 

hereby closed at 7:22 p.m. by Supervisor Keys.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 104 OF 2019 

ADOPTION OF THE 2020 BUDGET 
 

On a motion by Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen did meet at the time and place as advertised in the Journal & 

Republican, now therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen does hereby adopt such Preliminary Budget of the 

Town of New Bremen for fiscal year 2020 and said budget will be attached to the proceedings of this meeting, and be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall prepare and certify a copy of the annual budget as adopted by the 

Town Board pursuant to Town Law and within 5 days thereof deliver 2 copies to the Supervisor for submission to the 

Board of Legislators. 

 

*Copy of said budget is incorporated at the end of these minutes. 

 

REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS 

 

Reviewed the current real property tax exemptions and whether they should remain the same for 2020.  Assessor Ball 

made no recommended changes.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 105 OF 2019 

REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR 2020 

 

On a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that the Real Property Tax Exemptions are to remain the same for the 2020 year for the Town of New 

Bremen. 

 

*Copy of said exemption listing is incorporated at the end of these minutes. 

 

FLOOR 

 

Alexis Lyndaker from Lewis County Soil & Water Conservation (LCSWC) spoke concerning Ag Exemptions for local 

farmers.  In the past they have seen issues with Town of New Bremen farmer’s losing their Ag Exemption due to missing 

the March 1
st
 deadline and feels it may be a greater issue this year due to the Town reval project.  The Ag landowners 

request soil group worksheets from their office (December to March) which is required to file for the agriculture 

exemption through the Town Assessor who determines their eligibility for the exemption.  She’s asking the Board to 

speak with Assessor Ball to assist in contacting our local farmers to be sure they don’t miss the March 1
st
 deadline.  

Possibly send their Ag notices out earlier.  They have done news releases trying to spread the word to local farmers as 

well. 

 

DCO 

 

The Board reviewed the DCO monthly report.  Discussed emergency veterinarian care for injured dogs picked up by the 

DCO.  Countryside Vet Clinic would like to have a plan/policy in place for the care of the pet and payment of the bill.    

Supervisor Keys will contact Countryside Vet Clinic to get an idea of what they are looking for in the plan.  Also 

reviewed the “draft” proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2019 to amend the current dog law to add a late charge for dog 

licensing.  After review/discussion, the following resolutions were presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 106 OF 2019 

DCO MONTHLY REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Dog Control Officer’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 107 OF 2019 

SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2019 

AMENDING THE CURRENT DOG LAW OF THE TOWN OF NEW BREMEN 

ADDING A LATE CHARGE FOR DOG LICENSING 

 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Becker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing will be held on November 14, 2019 at 6 p.m. at the Town Municipal Office 

Building for the purpose of adopting proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2019 entitled “A Local Law Amending the Current 

Dog Law of the Town of New Bremen Adding a Late Charge for Dog Licensing”.  Notice of the Public Hearing is to be 

published for one (1) week in the Journal & Republican, 1 copy posted on the Clerk's bulletin board, post to the Town 

website and linkinglewiscounty.com website. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Aucter would like to see a news release to help clear the public’s confusion pertaining to the resignation of 

former Highway Superintendent Bush and upcoming elections.  Discussion followed.  Supervisor Keys will contact Board 

of Elections for their opinion on the matter and Attorney Farley if need be. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 108 OF 2019 

TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Clerk’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

SPECTRUM 

 

A representative from Spectrum spoke with the Clerk and Deputy Highway Superintendent Adams pertaining to the 

installation of additional lines for cable service in the Town and being sure to follow all permit and town ordinances when 

working in the right of way.  Clerk Jones contacted Kim Alice of Charter Communications (Spectrum) concerning the 

Towns franchise agreement with them.  Ms. Alice confirmed there is no need to amend the franchise agreement, “It 

addresses all service areas in the Town current and new”. 

 

NO. 3 WATER DISTRICT 

 

Clerk Jones reported that Kurt Fitzgerald has received permission from the users in the Crystaldale Water District (#3 

Water District) and sent the $300 meter hook up fee, for his property located on the Number Four Road.  He’s also been in 

contact with the Village of Lowville who will be completing the hook up.  There will now be 11 users in the water district. 

 

HIGHWAY 
 

Deputy Highway Superintendent Adams thanked the Board for their support and reported on the following: 

 

1. Sand is put up for the winter.  Also helped Croghan put up theirs. 

2. Incident with a car that ran a stop sign and hit one of our tandems.  No injuries and no tickets for New Bremen. 

3. Prepped and paved section of Dicob Road and built shoulders.  Will be submitted to CHIPS program for 

reimbursement by November 1
st
 and should receive reimbursement by December 16

th
. 

4. BRCS will be having a Community Day once again and will be picking up garbage on Artz and Deveines Roads 

and will also have a group raking and picking up in the park.  We are supplying the garbage bags, picking up and 

disposing of the garbage. 

5. Road prepping for next year’s paving if weather permits. 
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6. Backhoe is ordered through Milton CAT and should arrive this week.  Invoice is on tonight’s abstract and will be 

submitted to CHIPS program for reimbursement. 

7. Single-axle tandem will be back on the Beaver Falls plow run this winter.  Pulling truck #35 and will be used as a 

backup.  Newest tandem will be put on the longest plow run. 

8. 1977 CAT Loader continues to have more and more issues. 

9. Received a good response for part-time winter help - 8 (eight) applicants that Deputy Highway Superintendent 

Adams feels are qualified. 

10. Asked the Board if possible to hire back the full/part-time man due to shortage of man power. 

 

After discussion, the following motions were presented. 

 

FULL/PART-TIME MAN 

Motion by Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, that Deputy Highway Superintendent Adams is 

authorized to hire the full/part-time winter man to work at his discretion. 

 

Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys      Nays 0 

 

PART-TIME WINTER HELP 

Motion by Supervisor Keys, seconded by Councilman Becker, approving all part-time winter help as recommended by 

Deputy Highway Superintendent Adams. 

 

Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys      Nays 0 

 

PLOW QUOTE FOR PICKUP 

 

Deputy Highway Superintendent Adams received a quote of $6,200.00 (state bid) from All Season’s Power Equipment for 

a new plow for a F450 Pickup.  No action at this time. 

 

Discussed purchasing a new F450 pickup from Nick Nortz at Nortz & Virkler.  Councilman Aucter spoke with Mr. Nortz 

and stated, if the Board orders now he could have by the beginning of the year.  Supervisor Keys feels strongly about 

waiting until January to order after the Town collects our 2020 budget in property taxes.  No action at this time. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 109 OF 2019 

JUSTICES MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Justices monthly reports are approved as submitted. 

 

SUPERVISOR  

 

Supervisor Keys met with Thomas Piche of Carthage Savings and Loan (CSL), New York State Department of Financial 

Services Officers Yulitza Franklin and Ngozi Obi, regarding the application for the Banking Development District.  Other 

municipalities etc. were also present.  They are looking to take on local municipalities banking needs.  CSL offers training 

programs at local schools for students for financial readiness.  Discussed possibly changing Town banking to CSL, but not 

at this time, would like to see what they have to offer.   

 

Supervisor Keys would like to purchase a new lap top to be used for Town purposes instead of using his personal one and 

has enough in the Supervisor Contractual Account to cover it.  The Board is in favor of the purchase. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 110 OF 2019 

SUPERVISOR’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

On a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Supervisor’s monthly financial report is approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 111 OF 2019 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Becker, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Becker, Aucter, Buell, Keys    Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized and directed to pay the following amounts on Abstract #9 & #10 of 2019 

and also approved the report of prior to audit payments for insurance, utilities and comptroller for justice court submitted 

by Supervisor Keys. 

 

General   Voucher #114 thru #122   $1,161.33  Insurance - $8,799.66          

Highway T-Wide Voucher #99 thru #106     $1,692.17  Utilities - $1,540.22 

Highway T-Outside Voucher #28 thru #32    $197,420.19  Comptroller - $3,561.50 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Discussed garbage pickup at the park and at the beach, which will be done more frequently according to Deputy Highway 

Superintendent Adams by the Highway Department.  Mr. Adams did state he needs to add some fill at the entrance of the 

beach for better access.  Further discussion followed pertaining to the ownership of the beach, small storage building 

located on the beach, etc.  It’s believed that the NBCIA owns the building, which is in bad shape according to DHS 

Adams, and Kovach’s own the beach area.  Ownership is unclear.  Councilwoman Buell would like to look further and 

find out who actually owns the beach area to clean it up. 

 

The next regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen will be held on November 11, 2019 at 6:00 

p.m. at the Town Municipal Office Building. 

 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Becker, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:04 p.m.  Carried unanimously. 

 

________________________________ 

Elizabeth B. Jones, RMC 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
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